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  WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Senator Edward M. Kennedy, Senator John F. Kerry and Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced today that the U.S. House of Representatives has approved the Interior Appropriations conference report containing $650,000 in funding for land acquisition in the Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge.

  The funding will enable the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to purchase land within the Connecticut River watershed that will best serve preservation goals.

   Senator Kennedy said, "I'm thrilled weve been able to secure these funds for the Silvio Conte National Wildlife Refuge, which is one of our state's great treasures."

  "Fighting for the preservation of our waters and wildlife areas is a top priority, and funding the Conte Wildlife Refuge is a true victory for environmental protection in our state," Senator Kerry said. "Senator Kennedy, Congressman Olver, and I know how important these areas are and we will continue to fight to preserve our wildlife and keep our air and water clean."

   "I am very pleased that I was able to secure funding for the Conte Wildlife Refuge. In light of current development pressures in the Connecticut River watershed, it is increasingly important that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service have the resources to preserve the most critically sensitive ecosystems within the Connecticut River Valley," Olver said.

  Congressman Olver is a member of the Interior Subcommittee of the House Appropriations Committee and worked with Senators Kennedy and Kerry to secure the funding for fiscal year 2006.  The Interior Appropriations bill passed the House today. It is expected to pass the Senate later this week and should become law in August.

  In recent years, Olver secured $1.1 million in funding for the Conte Wildlife Refuge to purchase 140.8 acres of land at the former Mt. Tom ski area for conservation. The land acquisition was part of a larger partnership among the Conte Refuge, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the Trustees of Reservations, a Massachusetts non-profit land trust, and the Boys &amp; Girls Club of Holyoke. A total of 380.7 acres of land was acquired at Mt. Tom as part of the overall $3 million purchase and preservation project.  Over the last eight years Olver has secured a total of $5.05 million for the educational programming and land acquisition efforts of the Refuge.

  The Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge was authorized in 1991 through federal legislation.

    Additional media contact: Andrew French, Project Leader, Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge, 413-863-0209, ext. 8
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